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1681
. Iawson a8 a. member ‘of the Communist Party in’19/41 and bag statad ﬁh& -

f"mding Comnittes, Galifornia ‘Legislatirg John Rwarﬁ Law@e
: aa 3 member of the Gmmnuniat Party ‘

in 1919 , this marriage terminaﬁing in divarea in 1925 and- resulting in ong
son.  lawgon is preséntly married to Susan Edmund ‘fawson from which. marriage

 a gon'and a daughter have resulted, lLawson, according to the book,. claimg.

he is a member of the Couneil of the Authors League. of America, a former
President of the Screen Wribera auild and a m:embar of *hha League af ; -

,' ' American Wriherm .

Further, @lippinga in;zludeé in th@ alnmni filas of th@ Williamm '

- calleg@ remalaﬁ the fouowing itemaz

A Qctaber 15, 1936, Thwsdon ma on the Adviaary anrd of the
Bramatist Play Bervice, Inco , 938 Edet 38th Street, New York City; .
esmblished by the pramatist Guild of the Authority League of ‘Americaj. .
March, 1936, . iawson testified béfore he House Patents aommitte@ Hearing for :
the. Dramatist’ ‘Guild of Ameriea in opposa.tion to the: Duffey Bill designad
4o medernize. the 1909 copyright lawg, - In May;. -19375 he: produ d a play -
entitled "March Song® dealing with & sit=down gtrike in an auto factory.,

‘The home address of Lawson wes given as 2270 faurel Canyon Boulevard, ...
'H@llmod ,. Galifornia; business address 7210 Santa Monica Boulavard, Log
: 'Angalea; 'permanent addreaa Morichea 5. Long Island 5 oecupatian, playwrightu
(100-24499-229)

Who's Who, 1946~1‘947 raflscw that awson also wrote Suceaﬁs mery,

,' 1932; 'The Purie id Heart, 19343 Gentl@womah,, 19343 Marehing Song; 19375
~ theory and ‘Tgchnique of Playwriting, 1936, - It was also gaid that r@vcem'b

motion pictures of Lawson were Action. in tha North Atlantic,, .1%3,

" uahara ry 19!.} s and counterattaak, 19459

/ T Tt 18 bo be noted tha‘t Lawaen ia presently a frea lama vmiter ami

‘hig most rea@nﬁ maticn picture is "smaah t}pa

‘ "',x.mfmmﬂs Rhmme mwsom ' ‘comms*r PARTY wmsm?

fbstifying before the Jolnt Pact-Finding Committes, Gisso nia_
iture, in the fall of 1944, Tawsoh, ‘under cath, denied that
member of tha Gommunist Party. -However, a- ‘reliable informant iden

p, @, plagwright; and a' leader -of the

lawson i8 & SCommunigt Party membe.
munist Farty fraction among. the artists of all varieties “4n. Ho

' Dlséontlnueo pald confidential informant of LA office,: -William Hynes‘LAB)

I'a’ swoFn gtatement: which: Rena. Vale: gave: to.the Joint Fact:
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Communiist circles in %mllymm when she was in the Communist ﬁ}arty and that
in Communist meetings, Lawson had stated that Communist propagands sust be
integrated into all screen playd.

a Heotings of the Plenary Sessions of the National Committes of the
Communist Purty wers held on June 28 and 29, 1941. Willism Z. Footer,

-James &, Ford, Alexander Bittelman and “numerous other high ranking

Communist leaders'were alleged to be in atiendance and John Howard

Lawson wae alleged o have atlended those mestings as a delegate

from CalifopniaMeno furnished to Chicago Office by Col. Walter L. Fubershaw,

rep of the Carnegia Ill, Steel Co. 100~24499-3) o
In 1941, the Commumist Party was in the process of realigning

its Distriets throughout the couniry as well as reorganising its

structural setup. District No. 13 was to include all of the States _

of Galifornia and Nevada, and ‘was to have centralized offices at

12) Halght Street, San Frenoleco, as well as in Loe Angeles. The.

San Francisco @ffice of District Fo. 13 was to be headed by Steve Welson

and Botty Gannett was to be the Orgenizational Secretary. :

John Howard Lawson and Herbert Biberman were to contrel the

- o‘mianmmimal work in the Hollywood frea. (Confidential informant Harry J.

Pfalsgraff of Chicago Office. 100-16227-20 p.5).

In 1941, data and information from Mexico City ito Hew York and
return was allegedly handled by a courier system with a person named

- Kathryn Burke being Chief Pirector of (ourier Operations. She

reporiedly acted as a contsct for Gale Sondergsard, wife of Rerbert
Bibermen, Mrector and Producer, and close sesociate of John Howard Lawson,
who handled the msterial at Los Angeles. All material from '
Los Angeles and the Pacific Coast being sent o Few York City was

carried by John Howsrd Lawson who reporiedly masde frequent trips to

Hew York. Allegedly when Larson arrived in Wew York, Hew

York, he lmmediately want o the office of the League of American
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guldance of the Committes, Lo exploit names of important individuals in the
© furtherance of the Communist Party line. It has been stated ‘that
the program of the Hollywood Democratic Committee was not only parallel with
that of the Communist Party ling, but that ths organization was dominated
and inspired by persons of a Communist character, including Joln Howard
Lawson. (Confidential Informant Harvey Gilbert %Wolf of the Los Angeles
‘Office.) (100-197270-2) -

Acoording to articles appearing in the Los Angeles newspapers,
the Hollywood hrta, Seiences and Frofessions Council of the Progressive
Citigens of America, formerly known as the Hollywood Pemocratic Committee,

- held a five day conference at the Beverly Hills Hotel, commencing Wednesday
evening, .July 9, 1947. they armounced that the purpose of the
conforence was Lo examine current restrictions on media of expression
in the United States, and that the theme of ihe conference was '
Pihought Control in the United States.® Hr, Howard Eoch, writer
and former chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and
author of the sereen version of - "Hiesion to Mosecow," reporiedly

~ dntroduced John Howard Lawson as ong of the main speakera
on the pregram. Xoch identified Lawson ag one 6f the country's
foremost scholars and one who had just completed a four volume "History
of the United States.® (100-24499-401) - o

B. _HOLLYEOOD WRITEES

: The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was formed very soon
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, on Decamber 7, 1941, and wae
- sstablished by persons who were most active in the League of .
American Writerg. According to information contsined in reporis of
the Joint Pact-Finding Comsittee, California Legislature, baged
{ on inforpation developed in connestion with interviews condudted
of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood Writers
Hobiligation was under the control of the Cfommunists and had numercus
| contacts to supply the plectures which wers being released in the

liberated countries. (100-102217-14)

| o | 210 -
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'-:_;f“"%r Unifarx Aetion : f;ﬁm {Et,rugg;la \ga
: Fascism,,” appoars -4 1ist of the sporisors’ cf this
‘Ihe name of John merd Lawson iﬁ includedo W

L . It haa beerv cha.rge-d *hwt ﬂhs chish ”so;;lwn Gommitte@gf s
o which develoned into the eurrant, organisation knorm’as the' American .
Jmh ‘Laboy Counca‘l,‘ 18 & Commmist g .wpired g;,rau a, (Monroe Ste: berg,, conf,
: ;.Jruormant gf NY: Ofi_’” (:100—11380—16, e by 61 05404) ‘1' SR :
R n the Péoples Dasly World for Jum 17,1943, an articl .appéara b
S attacking the Federal Bireaw of ,iavestigatien m the..i’crm of statoments -
.. -of various menbers of the Cliizens Commitics for Harry Bridges yeleased
" by the. Committee heudquarters at 1265 Broadway, New. York CLLy. - Inaluﬁed -_"
L, awrong individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hmrfmg
L4 and-the activitids of the. xsm was Jcim Heward Lawcm,, ,"Plawriuht'
% . and, seraen. m«lwm ".,(39— 5—1?82) el

*.

R R . It hae ’bean alleced ﬂmu' Jahn I{m«mm TLawson’ Ww a
apcusor of the i chaapp@s Defense Committee which wis. founded in, .|
. Wew York -City in July, 1941; t raise funds for and help’ pramcu‘ee
- the defense of Moryis U.. scha.ppm famﬂr City Collage inptructor -
who wae sentenced to & prigon terd ;.n the State Penitentiary. fcz?
. perjury ariging out of a 1641 inquiry into Commmunism in . - -
/. edugational institutions, The.express purpose of. the Committes
- agset forth in. one of s mmphlms was "o nélp.prosecute the. b .
- legal ‘defensay 1o mqmmt ‘the labor movament; ‘the educationsl’ mrld mzd
T.it the generel publie with the {ssues involved .ip thig: cdse; to raise funds
~ s for. m&d““anae aid 0 help Schappes support those dependent’ xupon himo¥.
S (JI‘dSh coverage ‘on ‘officé of Labor Research Association, 80 E 1lth: St. NYC)
» “4he name of John Howard. Lewgon, apm&md ag 4 sponsoy -on a
IO cfarcular digtrimted by the American Youth For. Bamcmcya .1)6'7 Ex‘aaﬁwayp
L .:I}ewaitg 19%.chiga ~"~‘dnmd hecembar 20» 1%5;' 2 ,
D eLT-1s- 979);.; T e O , PR SR e
T : Aacoxﬁing“toﬁa‘.palm}:sm@ti iasuéd by the Losg Angﬁema ‘Ea'arkem Sahoﬂlg _
.Joim Homx'd Lawgon, ‘tdgether with Albert ¥alts and .other: invited lect burers,
- were to be the instructors at the courge emtitledp "The American Ikmocmtic
. Tradition," an eight week course, -tuition {3, " The courso wap to be. g&v@n
- at the Unitarian Churoh, - 2936 West. 8th .:tm@tg Los, Angaleso O£ a1 the -
;Jcourwﬁ wu@ht at the Wor&ers achiml, &ccording, to’ th:i.s pmp":letg thﬁ.s m&
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thae- only one - not. being taught at t.h Workera 8eh001 propsx' 1oca.ted at 212 <
Test 3rd Strect, Log Angles. Thig courso, according to the booklet, "will :
be a lecture courss dealing with the decisive periocds in tho history of our
nation; the democratic conditions throughout the developmont of our peoplGe
Beginning with the colonial pariod, the course will trace the grom'.h, o
problens and dovelopments of tho American tradition during the pericd of .
“$ho Givil War and roconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist’

. ‘hovement, the Firgé TWorld War and the presant var for national gurvival.”

T% is to be noted that this is not the .same ‘cowrss.’ that e given by, L&Waon '
" at the achool for the League of American Efriters, en‘bi%‘,led, *0ur Democratie -

Horitage."  Fhe Los Angeles Viorkers School, founded in 1939; aecording ‘bo ’

the pamphlet, bases ite studiea on the various teachings "in soeial .

8cioncoeooslfarzion. . othe thaory ‘and practiva of the working class-and tho
'"»pfaople's movemont  throughout histery.? ghe éntiro board of thi 1"02'&@2’9

" School are Gemmunisto, accarding o & confidential informant, who also . .

. indicated that thic gchool 1s the educational plaﬂt for the Commmuniatg

- 4n Los. Angeles Countye (Confldential 1nformcmt Harvey Gllbett ?.’olf '

(100-24499=234 p 6) - LA-Offiee) ' R

April, 1946, the Motion Pictura Allianca, 159 ‘South B@V@riyr

~ Drive, bverly #ills, Califernia, an anti-Gommuniot group, published a

' pomphlet indieating that it desired to acquhint the memb@rahip Witta what
o Com'ad@ Lawson“ raprewenta. 'fhe pamphlat. get foz'thg .

) ”?he fallm'ring parﬁial ﬁat of Gmraﬁ@ Lamon'o affﬂi&tions and
- activities is condensed from the official roport of the Comitteo-
_ on UneAmerican Activities of the U. 8. House of Repressntatives,
- Bvery organization and publication mentionsd in thie list wag
-established te the eatiafaction of tho Committes as raither & .
Gomxmist i‘ront, or. Gammtmiat controlleds , -j : A

. “ember of tho American Cormitteo to save Rafugeea (Fomer Qov.
* Horbert L. Lolman of New York withdrew ag a speaker at e banquet

from this group, giving as his reason th—.at organﬁ.zationa gpongore
ing it wero Gommunim fronts)o '

. "gigned. Opan Lattar to Preeident Roosevelt demanding that wa
‘declare war on F:l.n?lam@ R , ‘

_szember of American Gmi%es fur Antinﬁaai Semzzen. - A
gponsor of Amearican Peace Mobilization whieh pickated the mzit@ o
House during the Ei‘blernstalin paet advocating No Aig to Britaﬂ.ne
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National Comnittee: “These meeting ,::,V,La'.’f'ée‘r.idéa,by V. JJerome, head of ‘the
.. Party’s 'cultural commission,' heard the Lawson report on the growth of -
- Communism in Hollywood, ,includirﬁ:ge e R

A

"l. “Lawson's success in i-‘ecrﬁitihévsvﬁars, writers and 'Eé‘bﬁe:" Holly-

- . wood figures to the ranks of the Communist Party. = ' ..

"m2,  The extent of mnd-raimﬂgamngatarswho E&Vammﬁyta the ‘ Drlm
.. v . ‘innumerable Red Fronts.' ' . .. T o oTooo 2
.M3," The ability of the Hollyhood" comrades. to inject the 'party -
- . line' into various movies in studios where the Reds had'
influence.¥ . (100-24499-A) " = tesf 0 ’

~ On June 1, 1947, an article appeared in "The Vorker®" ‘entitled,
"Brig. Gen. Evans F. Carlson, Hero in Tar and Peace,® written by John .
 Howard Lawson. . The article eulogized the greatness of Carlson and cone Ll el
cluded with the statement, "Like the men who died at Makin and Guadacanal, = .= .-
. he gave his life to make his country.and ~the world free.. While we mourn
.. his loss, we pledge ourselves to continue: the fight . . .'0 o« o0

< 1(100-242115) B

- “There is an unverified report that at a lecture in June, 1942,

- before a school of the League of American VWriters, Lawson stated that on
the day that Sacco and Vanzetti were executed in Massachusetis, August 27,
1927, he, Lawson had been arrested in Boston for picketing the State L

.+ Capitol. It 'is further alleged, Lawson was arrested- on May 17, ‘

"+ - 1934, on a -charge of ‘criminal-1libel growing out of an article: = S
.+ which was written by Lawson.in the Daily Worker, described.as a Communist - "~

'+ east coast organ,. deféndin a",,Commqnis’t;‘o‘;'gganizert. %rgl%'@o]ftbn. L

- (100-24499-156 pp. 69°& 70) Harvey-Gilbert Wolf, C.1. Los Angeles..

0 s It is observed that the New York Times morgue refers to two e
-7 -articles regarding.the arrest of Lawson. . The first article dated July 6, - .
-~ 1934, reflects that Lawson was arrested at Birmingham, Alabama, on that o
date and released under bond of $300 to-appear in the Recorder's Court .
the following day. 'The arrest reportedly followed a conference between
- Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W. O.- Downs s Commissioner.of Public
Safety at City Hall at Birmingham. The article further revesled that on

e v

oo . : ) ; Y R R
N ot . . . - s LNy N el .
" : . . s R | a1 e L 3 L
. k | . sty il
O . R A . A S . . iy
\ . .
N T
.

64578 Docld:32338882 Page 8 T




